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| HOSE. ebe deligie Nerd ſuch proofs of 1 
the loving kindneſs of God as manifeſt them- 

ves in miracles, will rejnice that the following 


forceably - ſtrikes on che, feeling heart, is; the 
bject of their preſent Sunday's amuſement,, The 
ry begins thus: 3“ And when Elijah had pro- 
fied unto/Ahabiſaying, av the Lord God of. Iirael, 
ech, before whom 1 hand, bete ſhall not he dex or 
in theſe years but according io my word; he went as 
e word of the Lord direſted him, and dwelt by the 
ook Cherith/ chat is before Jordan, and the ra- 
ns, as the Lord declared he would command 
m to do, brought him, chread and ſleſh- in dhe 
orning, and bread! and fleſh in the evenings and 
drank of che . and it ebe Ne Kat 

Am A 1 Lale e 0 aſter 


— - 
p_— 


tory, wherein the Divine power and compaſſinn 


8 
after a time, when the brook dried up, be can AF 
there was no rain in the land, he aroſe, as il the 

word of the Lord again bade him, and went a 
>. *Zarephath, a city of Sidon, and dwelt there; Mr t! 


behold, ſaid the Lord, 1 have commanded a Mon 
dow woman there to ſuſtain thee,” 


— 


i. 
| Though we read thns-far with pleaſed attentioord 
g and are by no means inſenſible of the prophetMyouth 
confidence in the promiſes of his Creator, yet thi, we 
a man of God ſhould obtain- fupernatufal fupporiMenan« 
ſeems alone one of thoſe marvellous atts a man ſo i ſt. 
culiarly favored as to be the proclaimer of g 
Almighty will to his creatures, might reſt aWimin 
ſured would not be left -unperformed in the bot, 
of need for his preſervation, or that when e d- 
came to the gate of the city the widow. ſhould Mes. 
there to meet him. And heb called to her MH,, 
ſaid, fetch me I pray thee à little: water in: a d th 
ſel to drink:“ but what is our ſurpriſe: to fin 
that the widow woman choſen ito: ſuſtain; the. mai 

, of God; whilſt the- famine was ſore in the Han 
"Inflead of being well provided for that purpe 
vas herſelf in ſo deplorable a: eonditicin, thavn 
f thing ſhort of a miracle could have ſaved her al 
her fon from periſhing; for we are further tol 
that he called to het and ſaid, bring nie à me 
"fel of bread in thy hand, and ſhe Taid, as the Lo 
_ thy God liveth, I have not ia cake, but a hand" 
of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a crul 
and behold I am gathering two ſticks that I mi 
g and dteſs it forine and my, ſon, that we n 
Eat it and die ; and Elijah ſaid unto her fear ne 
| 800 and do as chou haſt ſaid, but make — 
(i 


n 
Me cake firſt und bring it to me, and after: make 
4 thee and for thy ſon. For thus ſaith the Lord 
bd of Ifrael, the barrel of meal ſhall not waſte, 


r the crùſe of '6il fail, till the-Lord ſends. r rain * 
don the earth,” ** | 4M , , 


Without OM or * n of 8 ths 


& Can! 
as if 
ent 
Ee fe 


: xd of the Lord thus delivered to her by the 
»phetWouth of the-prophet; ſhe went and did as he deſir- 
et i vent and gave him a part of the laſt remaining ſuſ- 
pporienance for her and her child. Had her faith been 
ſo e ſtrong, or her confidence in the God of truth 
of great, famine would have impelled ber to 
ft Miminiſter to che wants of her ſon, her only; ſon, 


t, however the might have been able to reſiſt 
e demands of ber 6.6 equally preſſing necefli. 
es. * And ſhe and her houſe did eat twenty 
ys, and the barrel of meal waſted not, neither 
id the cruſe of oil fail according to the word of 
Lord, as = N by his 8 - $1.10 
3 let us ; parſe; and if noſtible, 8 
hat we may enjoy the widow's feelings, on diſ- 
Wovering that her ſon and herſelf by this mar vel- 
dus deed, were preſerved from the deſtruction a: 
Wound chem; her mourning turned into rejoicingg 
er ſeemingly unavoidable qeath changed into life, 
nd hope, and thankfulneſs.. Amongſt; the bad 
ultoms of the world; cuſtoms that infult and dif- 

onour. the divine goodneſs, when gratitude . 
bught to warm the heart and. praiſes ſound forth 
0 the high name of the Creator, numbers f dar re, 
ven thoſe who read ſuch inſtances as are now be- 
bre us with awe and reverence, and vonder and 

| AY | * ; 


N 


N % 2 
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a HASTY, 5, DIY 
delight; ' numbers? dare fecuſtom © themſelyg 
to ſay, . miracles baue ceaſed,” although expose 
to dangers in every ſhape and on every ſide, 1 
. - dangers of human nature, and ſthe lot of frail mi 
tality, though the hand of the living God has bet 
ſtretched forth again and again to ſave them, yet thi 
prophanely cry, miracles debe ' ceaſed; whilſt be 
are become by their daily preſervation monuments, 
many occaſions, of new-wrought mitacles for the 
. fafety. In the midſt of . life, ve react on hol 
fecord, we are in death“ and fame; of the-learnt 
and pious men who treat on this ſubject prove 
tig, that! id, by their ſtrong teſtimony awaken 
cob vit jon in our breaſts, that we are liable 
meet death in our cup and at our board, in thea 
we breath, and in the ſteqp we take for our;refrelli 
ment, for that whatever appears moſt ſor our cart 
Iy good, or bappine ſs, is capable of being ebang 
in en inſtrument of death by the voice of Hi 
who can kilk'and make alive, can ſave: and can d 
ſtroy at will. It is therefore, we may be aſſure 
merely ding to our weakneß, or our wickedne 
that we encdurage a bngle thought. which ſeems| 
tell u9the hand of the Lord is ſhortened. 
4 fy! 112 1 £00 71 71 . 5 | | 
The. Iſraelites Wie fed with food from heave 
in the wilderneſs, Elijabi by, .ravens in the deſar 
land theſe we: feel,. we!:confeſs to be miracle 
--wrought-by God; but ſhould we deem it leſs mafic 
velleus that the earth gives us her annual produc 
| {that che ſeed provided: for us by the giver of 
good gifts, when lown is bleſſed with the bopt 
For encreaſe, and that all nature works for our lu 
"pps, our ſuſtenanoe, that the arrow dhas deen 
123155 1 


F | ” A 


WEE 5 
% transfixeth not our hearts; dr the arrow that 
th by night leaveth us unharmed, that lighten», 
e and tempeſt, that famine and fickneſs, that 
inhquakes, and the whole catalogue of petils that 
round us fordeat to injure us: for not the chil- 
hen that eſcaped from the fiery furnace, Daniel's 
woteRtion from the jaws of the lion, nor any other 
he moſt ' aſtoniſhing circumſtance ve read of in 
bly writ; is more wonderful, though confounded by 
ur ignorance, our pride, or 'ourtimpiety, with 
he common chances of exiſtence, or deemed the 
ſult of our 6wn care, our own viſdom, our own 
achfulnefs, are alike born of the goodneſs, per- 
vrmed by the power, and are the effect of his com 
pſhon and kindneſs towards the ſons of men- 
Wu ſhould it appear to thofe who have unbappily 
ed years in this ſtate: of blindneſs and. ingra-z 
tude, that the Scripture miracles were confined to 
te firſt ages of the world, let them for one ſingle 
Neck, or day, or minute, with open and enlightened 


* 


an e | 
ure es behold what happens to themfetves, their fa 
>dneſWilics, their friends, the whole human race, and 


ey will renounce their opinion: for when ve ſay 
it had not been for this or for that, we ſnould 
ave fallen down” a precipice, or been cruſhed 
death by @- carriage, or ſtruck dead by hght- 
ang, Kc. What do we fay, but that the agent 
heaven we call providence, which. ve read 
ever flumbers or fleeps, has ſtood between us in 
de dread moment of peril, and turned the ſnaſt 
de deſtroyer another way. By the preſervations 
id deliverances we continually experience, we 
uſt be convinced, that the chain of divine: mi- 
Kles extends from the greateſt to the leaſt, through 

4A 4 — time, 


7225 time, and 1hrough- eternity, and hat- vd are I 
objects and ſubjetts af thoſe hleſſed miracles fro; 


* wonders that he does for the: children of men.“ We 
Will now return to the Prophet. „ And it came tt 


It might very naturally be expected, that the wc 
man, whoſe heart proved fo obedient to the word 


this diſguiſed blefling, for death to the good is t 
bleſſing, not the calamity of our nature, in 


Port of vretchedneſs, of deſpair, Not one loo 


* * 
— 
a, 


EE 


one generation to another, and ought; as ſuch to cry 
out with David; “ Ob! that men would thereforg 
praife the Lord for his goodneſs, and declare th 


paſs after theſe things, that the ſon of 'the/womany 
the miſtreſs of the hoũſe, fell ſiek, and his ficknel 
was ſo ſore that there was no breath left in hin. 


of the Lord, as delivered by the Prophet, when 
the ſupport of her life was required at ber hands 
and by her truſt in the reward of well doing, had 
raiſed herſelf above the ordinary ſtandard of hu 
manity, would have bowed her head in ſilent re 
Egnation to a ſtroke, however ſevere, that bo 
her reaſon and her piety muſt, tell her awaited al 
mankind, but no; relieved from thoſe ſuffering 
that led down-from famine to. the grave, ſhe lol 
light of her duty, and inſtead of conſidering thallh 
Supreme Diſpoſer of events as the wiſe author e 


violence of her grief, became ſo unjuſt, as eve e L 
to cry out on the Prophet, , What have I to o b 

with thee, O man of God, art thou come unto urn 
to call my ſin to remembrance and to ſlay my ſon Mon 

The man of God was not, however, offended, Mons 
too well knew the infirmity of his fellow-beings Midov 
feel that as an offence, which was merely the trafilfWricy« 
mi 


5 
% 


— 


might have been uplifted to avert it, and to 
| hold both the mother and ſon ; which-the Aiſtingu 
"ed favony of God bad, ade bim che ibRrumen 
ſaving from the ravages of famine,- thus 'deſtroye 
Ob! - my Lord and my God, - cried be, h; 
thou ſtricken the Eee fo late the « 
je& of thy. maryellous care ? the widow with wh 
thou appointedſt me to ſojourn, by this ſudden « 
ting off her ſon? © And he ſtretched himſelf uM 
the child three times, and cried unto the Lor 
and ſaid, Oh! Lord my God, I pray thee let. 
child's ſoirit return unto him again.“ For it 
bittered his anguiſh to feel that the honor of 
Lord's holy name would be impeached, by thus [ 
fering what would appear evil in the. ſight of 
land, to fall upon the widow and her ſony after 
ſaving miracle all eyes had beheld. * And ii. 
Lord heard the voice of Elijah, and the ſou] of t 
child returned unto. him again.” What a glorioff 
mark of Divine indulgenee ! what a bright wa 
feſtation of the love of God toward his faith 
\ + ſervant the Prophet! „ And Elijah took 
child, and brought him down out of the chamb 
into che houſe, and delivered him to his mothe 
_- and Elijah ſaid, ſee thy ſon living.“ See, ſaid 
grateful heart, what great things my Lord und ff 
God has done for thee ! The Creator has healed t 
wounds of his creature, and proved. himſelf o. 
the God of mercy, the God of com ene 
Sod that can be entreated by thoſe wha put 4h 
+ fincere and unfeigned truſt in him; and the won 
' aid to Elijah, now by this do I know that th 
art the man of God, and that the word of the Lo Our 


Cm): 
by me is truth: Thus FEW joy DO on 


ingu heart the ſame effect that grief had done; 
ment e preſent, was the ſole proof it acknowledged, 
wy gh no leſs than a miracle had been performed- 


produce a laſting impreſſion of the power and 
goodneſs of the living God; but let us not 4 
take the cauſe of this infirmity, this ſeeming 

onſrſtency, impiety, and ingratitude, for do we 
read from an inſpired. pen, that “ of ourſelves 
are not able to think a good thought; ha 
is Widow been ſufficiently colledted to regulate 
feelings, and to guide her words aright, ſhe | 
ld have. ſaid to Elijah, . Now do I know thee to 
a man of God, for now am I enabled to ſee 


of e as thou art; the cloud of ſorrow is diſpelled 1 
let the. aſſiſtance f him thou ſeryeſt, for without q 
* Almighty aid, his Almighty ſupport, what am 

but duſt and aſhes, the daughter of eres of 
"oY nce, and of calamity- 
faith 


For che ds af- dame nature, did we ; fall 
hold theſe things entertain juſt opinions, we 
ould give each other credit for meaning every 
ng we cannot ſtop to. exprels, when the ſtor- 
y torrent of grief pours into our breaſt, and 
rerwhelms. every other remembrance. of this, 
ever, we may reſt aſſured; that the flighteſt 
clination to good in our ſouls is accepted by 
m who weighs all its movements in a balance 
at never, but from our own felt. is found 
> | | | 


ok t 
hamb 
10the 
ſaid: | 
and 
led t 
f to 
n, 
ut che 
om 
at th 


e LOW Our good nature is not always ſo active as it 
ought 
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ought to be, nor our juſtice ſo alive to the : b 
cation as to hold us down to that golden ri | 
of “ doing as we would wifh to be done by.” Thi 

rule of all others to gain us the approbation 

both God and man. ie e 


Ho many truely excellent, and truly ſublime le 
ons does this ſtory of the widow and-EIijah holds 
to us] How many of the glorious attributes of 60 
are diſplayed in it, in all the majeſty and all the may 
nificence of the Creator, and the Suſtainer of 1 

univerſe; at whoſe word famine over-ſpread th 
land; the gentle dew, the foſtering ſhower y 
with-held ; Nature departed from her accuſtome 
laws at the God of Nature's bidding; the vi 

of famine, the humble, the hopeleſs, the helple 
find ſhelter beneath his wing, and the lifele 
corſe is re-animated by his fiat. How poor ho 
unworthy of his greatneſs are che Higheſt concef 
tions we are able to form of him, who rideth up 
on the winds, who fpeaketh and it is done, wh 
commandeth and the angels fly to'execute his will 
Let us then evermore approach him with glat 
neſs, and enter his courts with praiſe, be thankt 
unto him, and ſpeak good of his name, for th 
Lord is gracious, his truth endureth from gene 

tion to generation. 


When we obſerve, in the words of the Pſalmil 
How high the heavens are from the earth, an 
in conſequence thereof feel our nothingnels in d 
ſcale of Beings, it is wonderful we can ceale t 
'adore Him, to whom we are indebted not only i 
FRA! i! 


| „ ö / 
3 ' 34 Hos 2 
ie bleſſings” of this life, but for every gloridus | 
miſe of bliſs in the life to come; that we can 
eaſe to rely upon his wiſdom, his bounty, his be- 
evolence; When we read he is, the father of the 
therleſs, and the friend of the widow ;'that hea- 
en is his throne, and earth his foot - ſtoel, that 


derſtandeth all our ways; did this conviction 


of Goce ſtrike us with the force it ought, what a happy 
e ma eſorm would it infallibly produce l for the dwel- 
of Mig of the Lord of purity ought to be pure, and 


order to retain his holy ſpirit in our hearts, the 
hould be purged from every ſpecies of foulneſs and 
rruption, en e SB ID 


3801 Is 


We feel and are diſmayed at our own inability 
p effe&t this great work; but the performance f 
tis not aſked of us; we are only! required to ſeek, 
»ncefWÞnd are aſſured we ſhall find his ſtrength ſupplying 
ur weakneſs, and, his aid rendering us able to 
rmount all difficulties, for his words of invita- 
jon and encouragement are, ſeek and ye ſhall find; 
hence our not ſeeking lays the--corier ſtone of 
ur on condemnation. Let us then make it our 
are to ſhew forth his praiſe, not only with our 
ps, but in our lives, by walking before him in 
olineſs and righteouſneſs, to the glory of his name 
nd the good of our own ſouls, | S 


wal 
To prove that we have this due impreſſion of 
nvariably to teſtify for us, that we believe in bim, 


ar him, and love him with all our hearts, and 
| $4 | with 


- knows our up-getting and our down-lying, and | N 


hat we ought to be, our words and actions ought 


F ; 
„ 


2 


— 
us. 


gence in theſe of ane Fog are ſuch diſgraceful eg 


ven we ſhould find him there,“ or 
» depths. of the ſea he would be there alſo; or tt 


„ 


ind al our winds; ant accordingly guard our li 
and guide our Reps aright, for habits of ney 


tradictions of what we (profeſs, as not only to in 
peach our truth, but to prove a; ſtumbling ble 


to others .who ar nN and \unmindful. 
ourſelves. : 4 Wine *. 1269 


| Amongſt the FRI 7 of theſs dlaneable habit 
none is greater than the ixrreverently calling, 
the name of God on trivial or unſuitable occ 
ions, Deny ing as we have already proved, Munte. 
the repetition of a prophane ſentence, the preſe 
exiſtence of miracles; by the idle, though bl; 
phemous ſaying, © We can truſt God by land, b 

not by water,” when there is not any place, ti 
inſpired. Plalmiſt affirms, that can hide us from d 
thunder-bolt of his wrath, or indignation, if. poir 
ed againſt us; or, that ſhould we climb-up-to be 
down to ul 


Thould we take the wings of the morning and fi 
to the uttermoſt parts of the earth, even thei 
vould bis hand lead * and his right 1 cove 


This emma 3 of the Lendl . be 
alarming conſideration to thoſe, whoſe hearts 
lives are ſuch as they labour with all their powe 
to conceal from the view of their fellow creature 
in order to. protect themſelves from contempt a 
cenſure. Our fellow creatures, We can, and ofte 
do deceive, but equalhy vain and impigus!1s d 

5 expettatio 


Cag 
* 


tion of- excluding the Maker of our Souls 


1 


Jur lit 

nee an acquaintance therewith. Reaſon and con- 
ul c ace alike exert themſelves in the cauſe of 
to inrality and religion; there is every probability, 


ble 
aful 


hate, even before the dread haur arrives, when, 


h bi h all our dirt upon our heads. The inefficacy 
abit 


ing off in all ages; for as after having beheld ourlelves 


oc glaſs, we go away and forget what manner of 
ed, bWuntenance we bear, ſo when we hear the voice 
preſe the preacher no longer, his warning too often 
h bla:ſe to vibrate on our feelings. Abſurd and un- 


id, b 
ce,/ th 
om d 
poii 
to he 
t0 ul 
or tt 
ad fie 


countable beings that we are! Will nothing but 


forget the Almighty, when ſhould he be provok- 
but for a ſingle moment to forget us, we muſt 
avoidably periſh; for in him we live, and move, 


lebied for all the good things we enjoy 


* 


THI. E N D. 


i what reaſon diſapproves, confcience will re- 
e the miſerable mole, we ſhall blunder into light 


preaching has, however, been often demonſtrat- 


lait trumpet awaken us into a ſenſe of our 
nger ! will nothing but the laſt judgment con- 
ice us we are in the road to be undone ;  more-. 

er, to conclude, it is an act of impious phrenzy 


d have our being, and to his bounty alone are 
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